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Gantz may push law to let Netanyahu serve in cabinet after rotation 


Gur Megiddo 
and Jonathan Lis 


Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Benny Gantz 
will promote legislation next 
week to allow Netanyahu to 
serve in government despite 
his indictment in three cor- 
ruption cases, even after 
he relinquishes the post of 
prime minister in 18 months. 

The move is at the center 


of coalition negotiations for 
arotating unity government 
in which Netanyahu will 
first serve as premier and 
will then become deputy. 
The new legislation 
modifies the position of 
deputy prime minister to 
be similar in authority to a 
minister without portfolio, 
but also possess veto power 
on key appointments and 
the ability to serve despite 


criminal charges. 

During Netanyahu’s turn 
as prime minister, Gantz 
will serve as deputy, and 
most likely also as foreign 
minister. A source in his 
party said the legislation is 
critical because it will en- 
able them to “steer the gov- 
ernment from day one.” 

The current law in Israel 
allows a criminal defendant 
to serve as prime minister, 


but disqualifies him or her 
from holding a ministerial 
post, as per a 1993 ruling 
that says prime ministers 
must fire indicted ministers. 
This same ruling, known as 
the Dery-Pinhasi precedent, 
is the legal basis for claims 
in petitions to the High 
Court of Justice against 
giving the mandate to form 
a government to a criminal 
defendant. 


Avi Nissenkorn, a senior 
member of Gantz’s party, 
said on Saturday that the 
party will not seek to over- 
turn Dery-Pinhasi, and that 
the bill it will promote with 
Netanyahu’s Likud will be 
tailored specifically to the 
premier’s circumstances. 
Indicted lawmakers, Nissen- 
korn said, will not be able to 
act as ministers. 

At the center of the coali- 


tion negotiations between 
Gantz’s Hosen L’israel 
party and Likud is a crucial 
question: What will Netan- 
yahu do in October 2021, the 
date he promised to vacate 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
and let Gantz move in. 
While many doubt that 
Netanyahu will keep his 
promise, analyses published 
this weekend predict that 
Netanyahu will ask to serve 


Sharp rise 1n coronavirus cases 
in ultra-Orthodox neighborhoods 


Aaron Rabinowitz 


Internal Health Ministry 
figures obtained by Haaretz 
show a sharp rise in the 
number of people in ultra- 
Orthodox enclaves who are 
infected with the coronavi- 
rus — mainly in Bnei Brak 
and Jerusalem. According 
to the figures, hundreds of 
new cases appeared in a 
three-day period last week, 
and the numbers are grow- 
ing much faster than the na- 
tional average. 


These official Health Min- 
istry figures, which are kept 
confidential, are given to 
the Interior Ministry which 
passes them on to the local 
authorities every morning. 
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According to the data, 
the number of infected peo- 
ple in Bnei Brak increased 
eightfold between Monday 
and Thursday last week. On 
Monday evening there were 
30 confirmed cases, and on 
Thursday the number was 
244. In Jerusalem’s Haredi 
community there were 78 
confirmed cases on Mon- 
day, and on Thursday - 314, a 
fourfold spike. In the Haredi 
town of Betar Ilit the number 
of people with the virus went 
from two on Monday to 24 
on Thursday, and in Beit Sh- 
emesh, the number jumped 
from four to 34 in that period. 

The virus is spreading 
faster in ultra-Orthodox 
communities than in the 
main secular cities. In Tel 
Aviv, the number of patients 
doubled in the same three- 
day period last week (85 on 
Monday and 191 on Thurs- 
day), as it did in Herzliya 
(from 18 to 39), Ramat Gan 


A man cleans the street in the ultra-Orthodox Jerusalem neighborhood Mea She’arim on Friday. 


(20 to 42), Netanya (20 to 53) 
and Ashdod (24 to 51). 

Bnei Brak Mayor Abra- 
ham Rubinstein released 
an urgent statement to resi- 
dents on Friday: “There are 
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moments when one must stop 
and simply cry out a warn- 
ing. In Bnei Brak, unfortu- 
nately, there are 300 corona 
patients. This is a high rate 
of infection; it is the most 
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dangerous anywhere in Is- 
rael, and the forecast is even 
more terrifying. This is the 
time to wake up! The rabbis 
of the city and its great teach- 
ers are crying out: Stop your 


know-it-all minyans of more 
than ten men,” he said, refer- 
ring to the quorum required 
by Orthodox law to hold 
public prayers. “Keep your 
distance and stop storming 


Ohad Zwigenberg 


the supermarkets. Just stay 
home and be careful. This is 
dangerous, it’s terrifying and 
you need to understand: It’sa 
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as a government minister. 
Netanyahv'’s trial, so long 
as it remains an orderly pro- 
cess, is not expected to end 
within the next year and a 
half. The only way Netan- 
yahu can serve as a min- 
ister while indicted is by 
changing the Basic Law on 
the Knesset in order to ex- 
plicitly nullify the so-called 
Dery-Pinhasi policy, which 
is based on two High Court 


rulings barring indicted 
ministers from serving. 
This piece of legislation 
may also allow ministers 
Arye Dery (Shas) and Yaa- 
kov Litzman (United To- 
rah Judaism) to continue 
serving in the government 
even if there is a decision 
to indict them. Police rec- 
ommended charging Dery 
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Data suggest major 
undertesting for 
virus in Arab towns 


Nir Hasson 


The Health Ministry map 
showing places visited by 
people who later tested posi- 
tive for the new coronavirus 
suggests that not enough epi- 
demiological studies are be- 
ing conducted in Arab com- 
munities in Israel. The map 
shows no exposure clusters 
in large Arab cities, while 
displaying hundreds in 
nearby Jewish communities. 
The relatively low number 
of confirmed COVID-19 in 
Arab locales also points to 
possible undertesting for 
the virus. 

In Tamra, northeast of 
Haifa, there are eight con- 
firmed cases of COVID-19 
but no indication on the 
map of where any of these 
people were in the two 
weeks preceding their di- 
agnosis. That goes for Ka- 
lansua, Taibeh and Tira, 
while Kadima-Tzoran, Tel 
Mond and Tzur Yigal show 
15 points. Nazareth has just 
two exposure points, while 
Migdal Ha’amek has dozens. 

The disparity is particu- 
larly obvious in Jerusalem: 
While the map areas for 
West Jerusalem and Jew- 
ish neighborhoods in East 
Jerusalem are covered with 
location pointers showing 
exposure points, there isn’t 
even one for the Palestinian 
neighborhoods, despite hav- 
ing 16 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 as well as 330,000 
of the city’s residents. Medi- 
cal professionals in East Je- 
rusalem have claimed that 
the Health Ministry was 
insufficiently prepared for 
an outbreak in the area. 
One man, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, claims 
the ministry does not con- 


duct epidemiological tests 
in East Jerusalem and that 
as far as he knows, area resi- 
dents who may have been in 
contact with a coronavirus 
patient don’t receive text 
messages instructing them 
to self-isolate. There is also 
aproblem relating to diagno- 
sis of the illness: Magen Da- 
vid Adom paramedics don’t 
go into the city’s Palestinian 
neighborhoods, particularly 
the ones that are on the other 
side of the separation bar- 
rier, and very few residents 
have been tested for the vi- 
rus in hospitals or in their 
homes. 


The price of 
giving minorities 
short shrift 


Noa Landau, 
Haaretz.com 


According to Health Min- 
istry figures given to local 
authorities in Israel’s Arab 
community, only 38 resi- 
dents of Arab communities 
have tested positive for the 
virus. The figures do not 
include East Jerusalem or 
mixed Arab-Jewish cities 
suchas Acre, Haifa, Lod and 
Ramla. In the general popu- 
lation, 3,460 people have 
tested positive. 

Undertesting may not be 
the whole story. Israeli Ar- 
abs travel abroad less than 
Israeli Jews, and higher- 
income areas of the coun- 
try have higher numbers of 
residents who are in isola- 
tion after having returned 
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More than 3,600 coronavirus cases in Israel; 12 people have died e Palestinians report 88 cases, one virus death in West Bank Page 2 


Explosive outpost 


Army decries ‘terror act’ after 
settlers hurl firebombs at troops 


Hagar Shezaf and Haaretz 


Three firebombs were 
hurled at a Border Police ve- 
hicle at the exit of the West 
Bank settlement Yitzhar in 
an incident that security 
forces attributed to local Is- 
raeli extremists and dubbed 
an “act of terrorism.” 

One of the firebombs hit 
the vehicle, causing light 
damage, police said. There 
were no casualties. IDF and 
Border Police forces mobi- 
lized to search the scene for 


the perpetrators. The inci- 
dent occurred after Border 
Police entered Kumi Ori to 
carry out an army order, 
issued earlier Thursday, de- 
claring the outpost a closed 
military zone, said police. 
Israeli army Chief of Staff 
Aviv Kochavi slammed per- 
petrators calling the event 
a serious terrorist incident. 
“Throwing firebombs at se- 
curity forces fulfilling their 
mission to protect Israeli 
citizens was a terrorist act 
of utmost severity, which 


undermines the very foun- 
dations of the state,” he said. 
“We will continue to take 
action with all means from 
imposition of order to the 
law against this criminality 
that has turned into terror,” 
he concluded. 

The main source of ten- 
sion between security forces 
and local extremist youths is 
the illegal outpost of Kumi 
Ori, whose dismantlement or 
enlargement is at the center 
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IDF hits Hamas in Gaza after 
rocket fired into Israel Friday 


Yaniv Kubovich 


The Israel Defense Forc- 
es fired on Hamas military 
positions in the northern 
Gaza Strip after a rocket 
was fired into Israel just af- 
ter 9 P.M. Friday. 

The Israeli strikes were 
meant to send the message 
that Israel would not hesi- 
tate to act despite the coro- 
navirus crisis and would 
not tolerate any attempt to 
drag the region into a mili- 
tary conflice. 


Even before the incident 
was over, Hamas conveyed 
a message to Israel that it 
was not behind the rocket at- 
tack, and the Israeli defense 
establishment believes that 
this is the case. The govern- 
ment and the army are in 
agreement that everything 
must be done to avoid es- 
calation in the south, which 
would put Israel in an im- 
possible situation given the 
coronavirus crisis. 

Hamas for its part has 
deployed its forces along 


the Gaza Strip border and 
has raised its level of pre- 
paredness in the area near 
the fence to prevent attacks 
by splinter groups on Israeli 
troops or other provocations. 

Hamas is reportedly try- 
ing to prepare as best it can 
for the possibility of a larger 
outbreak of the coronavirus 
in the Gaza Strip than it says 
has occurred so far. 

Israel and Hamas both 
understand that in the event 
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Will | ever see my 
children again? 
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Remembering 
the lost 
Shoah survivors, 


Jewish leaders 
claimed by virus 
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Virus puts New Jersey’s Orthodox 
community in unwelcome spotlight 


Danielle Ziri 


As Orthodox Jews in New 
York have taken dramatic 
measures to help slow the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
their counterparts in New 
Jersey are also getting used 
to life in quarantine. All of 
their religious institutions 
are closed. 

“You go out to pick up 
something that you need and 
the streets that are usually 
full of traffic are empty,” 
Eli Steinberg, a resident of 
Lakewood in Ocean County, 
New Jersey told Haaretz by 
phone on Thursday. “People 
are not out at all.” 

Over the past two weeks, 
daily life in Lakewood 
has gradually shut down. 
Schools, synagogues and 
other institutions have 
closed and kosher groceries 
have limited purchases to 
curbside pickup and home 
delivery. 

“In my lifetime and in the 
lifetime of everybody that I 
know, we’ve definitely never 
seen something like this,” 
Steinberg remarked. 

Lakewood, which is home 
to a large Orthodox Jewish 
community that is thought 
to constitute roughly 70 
percent of its more than 
100,000 residents, has been 
hit particularly hard by the 
coronavirus outbreak. Ac- 


Orthodox Jews in New Jersey this year. 


cording to data provided 
by the Ocean County health 
department, there have been 
321 coronavirus cases in the 
county as of Wednesday at 
2 P.M. Lakewood accounted 
for 141 of them. 

“Its a time right now 
when people are very 
scared, mostly because 
nobody knows anything,” 
Steinberg said. “I know 
people in critical condition, 
and people who I wouldn’t 
say I’m close to but [whom I] 


have interacted with before 
have died from this.” 

In New Jersey as a whole, 
there have been 4,402 coro- 
na cases and 62 deaths from 
the virus as of Wednesday 
afternoon. The state of New 
York is by far the hardest- 
hit state in the country, with 
30,811 cases and hundreds 
of deaths. 

After the coronavirus be- 
gan taking a toll in Jewish 
communities across New 
York state, the Anti-Defama- 


Jeenah Moon/ Reuters 


tion League warned that the 
crisis could trigger anti-Se- 
mitic incidents, as occurred 
during last year’s measles 
outbreak, which struck the 
Orthodox community par- 
ticularly hard. 

According to Evan Bern- 
stein, the Northeast division 
vice president of ADL, anti- 
Semitic rhetoric has already 
surfaced on social media in 
connection with the corona 
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